Or the Frozen Age : Or the Metamorphotis of 
the River of Thames. 
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T was the time when men wore tiquor'd bootes, 
| When rugged Winter,murdred hearbes & rootes: 
When as the Heauens, the Earth did all attire 
With plaſhes, puddles,pooles, blacke dirt & mire. - 
Theu at that time( to poore mens care and coſts ) 
- A Chriſtmas cameto Towne, betwixt two Froſts. 
Then inthe num Colde month of /axzuary, 
VVhen as the Sunne was lodg'd in moyſt Aquary: 
When Boreas (all with Ifickles bedight) 
Worſe then a Barber,'gan to ſhaue and bite, 
Turning Thames ſtreames,to hard congealed flakes, 
And pcarled water drops to Ciriſtall cakes. 
Th'adulterate Earth, long hauing play'd the whore, 
In bearing and 1n breeding baſtards ſtore, 
As Drunkards,fwearers,leachers,Cheating knaues, 
Punkes,Panders,baſeextortionizing ſlanes, 
Rent-raiſing raſcals, Villaines, Theeues,Oppreflors, 
Vainglorious proude fooles,Gen'rall all cranſgreſſors, 
For whichfoule whordome, Heaucn did think it meet, 
To make the Earth doe pennance in a * ſheer, 
That puniſhment no ſooner paſt and gon, 
Bur ſtraight a Colde freeze coate ſhe did put on. 
Which(though herſelfe were ſenceles,what ſheayles) 
It made her pooreſt baſtards blowe their nayles. 
Whilſt many of herRich broode did agrees 
To make their ſtony hearts as hard asſhee. | 
The liquid Thames each where from ſhore to ſhore, 
With coldebak'd Paſte, all paſtycruſted o're. 
When in a Month no Waterman could ſhare, 
The fingle benefit ofhalfe his Fares . 
* Thoggh I When a whole Tearme would not affoord a Boate, 
+ , oe _ _ 05954 wy Farecs to 1} pong a 5 aa | 
7,0 me Then *Chart'y (in poorediſtreſled ſtare 
| opt Lo Vpon a DN "4s lamenting tate. 
p " Cha. Halfe hunger-ſteru'd, and th inly clad the quiuer'd, 
.aye>, Wa_ . : , 
4y is cold, Asif in peeces ſhee would ftraighthaue ſhiuer'd, 
©..Fpittiles Whenas a Parſon# (that could neuer Preach, 
Parſov. Yet to three Benefices well could reach) 
Saw Charityto want both Foode aud Cloathing, 
Paſt by, ne're ſpake to her, nor gaucher nothing, 
* 4 mercites Next an Arturney * her poore Caſe did ſee, 
Lawyer, Butall his Conſcience wayred on his Fee : 
He walk'd along, and look'd a ſcaunt on her, 
And put his bounty off with a demurre, 
Anwneon- The third aBroker*,a baſe Houndfditch hound, 
ſconable Thateuery Month takes Eight-pencein thepound: 
Bro". Helook'd on Charity, butnothing threw her, 
And vow'd thatall his Life,he neuer knew her. 
A world of _ ple more did thruſt and.throng, 
YetnoneRelicu'd her as they paſt along : 
Vntill at Jaſt(as ſhe was like to Dye) 
The Maiſters of an Hoſpitall paſt by *; ; 
They ſtay'd,and did compaſſonate her Cale, 
And ftraight prouided her a Lodging place. 
"Tootruets There was a VS'rer*, with his Purſe faſt ſhur, 
hee good, Did rayleather and call'd her Idle flut: 
And faid ſhe to Yerginia ſhould be Shipt, 
Orto Bridewell beffie and ſoundly whipt, 
Bur at the laſt (to many a mizcrs Griefe) 
Shee in an Hoſpitall did findeRelicfe : 
And whether ſhee be dead, or like to dye, 
Thoſe that Relieue her better know then. 
But once againe, Ile turne me tomy Theame, 
Ot the conglutinated Frozcn ſtreame : 
Vpon whole Glaſſe face both too and fro, 
Fiue hundred people all at once did goe. 
Ar weſtminſter there went three Horſes ouer 
Which ſafely did from ſhore to ſhorerecouer, 
There might be ſeene ſpic'd Cakes,and toaſted 
Beere,Ale,Tobacco,Apples,Nuts, and Figs, 
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Fires made of Char-coles, Faggots, and Sea-coles, _ 
PlMing and couz'niug at the Pidg'on-holes: 
Some, for twa Pots at Tables, Cards, or Dice: 


Someflipping in betwixt rwo Cakes of * Ice: * Witnefſe 
Some going on their bulineſle and affaires, my ſelfe, 
From he Bank-f1de to Pauls, or to Trip-ſtaires. 

And ſome there were (which I almoſt forgot) t 
That thought the frozen ſtreames were too too hot, 
"Twas ſafer for them (they did vnderſtand) PR” #68 
To walkevpon the water then the land. ©” _ G 260d 2 
Sometrod the Thames as boldly as the ground, "|| W— 
Knowing their formnes was not to be drownd. 3 
And ſure the honeſt Riuer is ſo true, 

It will not rob the Gallowes ofhis due. 'v 

The Begger's follow'd men in troopes and flockes, | 

And neuer fear'd the Conſtable or Stockes, 

The Cage, and whipping-polt wereidle bables, 

And lawes they count no more then Eſops fables. 

This vas a time when th'weakeſt went to'th'wall, 

When hackney Coaches got thedeuilland all. 

Though thouſands others want and forrow ſeeles, | 

Yerſtill with chem the world did runne on wheeks. 

And ſure more Coaches and Carroches, went A running 
In one day to the Tearme and Parlament : whirling 
Then there paſt Wherrics ina month and more, time, 


'Twixt Eſſex, Middl ſex, Kent and Surry ſhore. | 
And though for two mon'ths rime,that fell rogerher, 
Of Windes, Raine, Snow, and bitter Froſty wether , 
Though Warer-men for number m _—— 

Neere twenty thouſand with their families; 

Yet this vato their praiſe Ile truly ſpeake, 


* (Though many of their ſtates are meaneand weake) 
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Did todiſhoneſty, or theeuing fall , 
| Thereforethis commendations is their due, 
Though they are poore men, yet they ſtill are true, 
I doubtnot but a many Trades there bee, | 
That hold their heads more higher farre then we. | 
Yet ifbut eightweekes they had ſuch poore dealing, 
They would fall neere to begg ry, or to ſtealing. 
I darc affirme, that Water-men this Froſt 
(Amongſt them) twenty thouſand pounds haue loſt; 
Andall that loſe of theirs, was no mans gaine, 
But toyle and dirt by land, with coſt and paine, 

nd Gentlemen, as glad of Boates there are, 
As Water men wilt be to haue afare, 
Thus was this Tearme, worſe chen the worſt vacation, 
To thoſe that vſe a watry Occupation 
Whilſt Trades by land did dayly purſe vp Chinke, 
Bakers tor bread, and Brewers tor their drinke : 
Tapſters for Pors and Cans, with nick and froath, 
Mercers for Stuffes, and Drapers for their Cloath : 
Vintners for drunken heads, Cutlers for ſwords, 
Sergeants for Fees, and Lawyers for good words : . 
And inthis gnaſhing age of Snow my. Ice, 
'The Wood-mongers did mount ſo high cheir price: 
That many did to lye a bed defire, 
To ſaue the charge of Wood, and Cole, and Fire, 
Amongſt the Whores there were hot commings in, 
Who cuer loſt, they ſtill were ſure to win. 
They in one houre {o ſtrangely didheat men, 
Thart all the Froſt they ſcarce were coole agen. 
The Vs'rers Bonds, and Landlords Rent came on, 
Moſt Trades had ſomething to depend vpon ; _ 
Onely the Water-men iuſt nothing got, 
And yet (by Gods good helpe) they wanted not : 
But all had coyne,or credit, foode and fire, 
And whart the neede of nature did require. 
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So farewell Froſt, ifChariry be liuing, 1,158 
Poore menſhallfnde ir, by thrichmens giuing. - 
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